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AUSTRALIA 


FUNDS END FOR WEST AUSTRALIAN INFLUENZA STUDY 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 15 Nov 79 p 22 


[Report from Janet Wainwright] 


[Text] A WA team is being forced out of a worldwide influenza research pro- 


eramme through lack of funds. 


Dr MacKenzie said yes- 
terday that WA had al- 
yh A FE 
way t 
types of” ~ &— vi- 
ruses in fresh water and 


August 1 
be wasted by the lack of 
funds available to com. 
plete the project 

The research in WA to 
date had been funded 
with a two $80,00 
vrant from Wellcome 
Trust, London, and a fur- 
ther six months has been 
funded till next month 
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wane cost of the research 
Sh.a4 compared with 
the cost of a major flu 
epidemic in terms of hu- 
man life as well as fin- 
ance. 

The disastrous world 
wide flu that 
winter “of 19181908 son 
winter of 1918 saw 
the deaths of 1.1 per cent 
of the world’s popula. 
tion. 

Du 

Britain’ 

million 

were lost 

soctal-secu 

to the sick was 

lion. 

ee i 
and 1%9 in the U.S. cust 
the nation in pro 
duction and care 











fowl plague in Victoria could have come from wild birds. Research inte 
typing influenza viruses would save human lives and funds amd would assis’ 
agriculture. 


Dr MacKenzie said that #A‘s contribution to the research had been to take swabs 
from the abundance of migratory ami Australian freshwater am sea birds. 


These commonly harboured influenza strains, amd it was believed from WHO re- 
search, could provide a valuable link with human epidemic strains. 


Since August, 1977, a team had caught amd swabbed WOO ttids from WA areas, 
including the Abrolhos Islands, Kununurra, pelican colonies from the South- 
West, ducks from Shenton Park am birds from Rottnest Islan. 





So far the WA team had isolated 40 different strains of influenza from its re- 
search. Seventeen had been typed and 23 still remained to be typed. 


A total of $60,000, or $20,000 annually, would have enabled the field work to 
continue in WA and the viruses to be typed in overseas laboratories. 

A grant of $37,000 annually would have been necessary to do the laboratory 
work in Australia. 
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AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 
HEPATITIS IN MELBOURNE--Fairlea Women's prison has been isolated after the 
discovery of 4 suspected infectious hepatitis case yesterday. The prison ha: 
seen placed under a close medical watch as the prisoner worked in the Kitchen 
“hich feeds the 60 inmates and visitors. The Minister for Community Welfare 
Services, Mr. Jona, said the prisoner had made cakes. Forty visitors to the 
prison last weekend are being sought so they can be immunisec. [Text] 
\Melbourne THE AGE in English 6 Nov 79 p 3] Melbourne: The Victorian Health 
Sommission has called for immunisation of all prisoners at Melbourne's Fairloa 
women's prison as a result of the discovery in the weekend of a suspected case 
of hepatitis. [Text] [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 7 Nov 79 p 8] 
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BRAZIL 


STUDY REFUTES REPORTED DECLINE LN INFANT MORTALITY 
Sao Yaulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 14 Dec 79 p 13 


[Text] A study conducted by Professor Walter Leser, former health secre- 
tary of Sao Paulo, has revealed that the coefficient of infant mortality 
(children under 1 year) in the state is the same as it was 20 years ago, 
contradicting official reports of a gradual decline in the death rate. 

In 1958, for every 1,000 live births, 70.21 deaths were registered, as 
against 70.5 in 19/5. 


The study confirms a slight drop in infant wortality from 1958 to 1963, 

and a sharp rise after 1964. The rate has been falling since 1975, according 
to available statistics. The trend can be considered the same throughout 

the country. 


Although the federal government had ordered the study, on learning the 
facts it preferred to publish more optimistic data. For this reason, the 
base year tor recorded deaths was set at 1975, when the death rate among 
infants in the municipio of Sao Paulo actually began to decline, disre- 
garding the increasing rise during the previous years. 


Moreover, Health Ministry statistics indicate that the index of infant 
mortality in the Municipio of Sao Paulo in 1975 was 94 per 1,000, higher 

than that registered at the beginning of the 1950's, or 90 per 1,000, whereas 
Professor Leser's study shows a clearly declining trend in deaths from 1950 
to 1961, and a rising trend thereafter until 1970, with som irregularities. 


The state of Sao Paulo records the most deaths in the country because 

people from other areas are quick to seek medical assistance in the state 

and end by dying here. Uence, in his study, Professor Leser used the 
corrected coefficients of infant mortality worked out by Professor Elza 
Berque, deleting deaths of sonmresideats of the state, beginning in the 1920's. 


General Mortality 


Over a period of 10 years, deaths in infants under 1 year of age throughout 
the country remained almost unchanged in relation to overall deaths occur- 
tring in the same period: from 25 percent in 1968 to 28.3 percent in 1977, 











peaking at 51.4 percent in 1975. The general mortality coefficient tended 
to remain stable, varying from a maximum of 10.2 per 1,000 in 1973 to 9.1 
yer 1,000 in 1977. 


The study conducted by Health Ministry researchers reveals that only six 
types of ailments were responsible for half of all deaths in the cor try 
from 1971 to 1977. They were, in order of imcidence: Malignant tumors, 
enteritis and other diarrheal diseases, myocardial ischemia, cerebrovascular 
ailments and pneumonia and, in sixth place, all other sonclassifiable 
causes. 


Analyzing these causes of death in all ages, recorded in the sunicipios 

of the capitals, the document notes that they were all repeated throughout 
the 7 years, varying only in their numerical importance, going from 3/.? 
percent in 1975, for example, to 50.6 percent in 1977. 


Adding together death- from myocardial ischemia and cerebrovascular 
irreguiarities, t*. \seases were responsible for the greatest index 

of general morta. in tue covntry in the period under consideration. The 
variation in coet ‘ents indicates, meanwhile, that the following trends 
can be expected in ...ius from each of the ailments “1 the next few years: 
neoplasias--high tendency; types of enteritis--moderately high tendency; 
myocardial ischemia and cerebrovascular ailments--low tendency; and 
pneuwmonia--stable tendency. 


The same causes recurred throughout the / years for minors under 1 year, 
varying only according to classification, grouped as follows: enteritis 
and other diarrheal diseases, pneumonias, birth injuries, complications in 
lelivery, perinatal deaths from other causes, ill-defined symptoms and 
other infectious and parasitic diseases. 
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BRAZIL 


FATAL OUTBREAK OF MEASLES IN RIO GRANDE DO NORTE 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE. SAO PAULO in Portuguese 13 Dec 79 p 17 


|\Text ] The health secretary for Rio Grande do Norte, Leonidas Ferreira, 
visited the district of Piquiri, 75 kilometers from Natal, yesterday, and 
confirmed that 30 to 40 children have died since the beginning of an out- 
break of measles in that locality. "The situation is distressing," the 
secretary said, "and the cause of the deaths are the complications re- 
sulting from malnutrition. In addition to this, the population lacks 
hygienic conditions and is drinking contaminated water." The head of the 
national secretariat for basic health actions, Joao Risi Junior, said 
yesterday in Brasilia that he is awaiting a more consistent report on the 
epidemiological situation in Piquiri, to which two technicians from the 
health secretariat of the state and the regional directorate of the Public 
Health Services Foundation (FSESP) were dispatched. 





The exact number of fatalities in Piquiri and the real causes will be 
known tomorrow when a survey being made by experts from the state health 
secretariat is to be completed. Meanwhile, to alleviate the situation, 
the government has sent seven tons of foodstuffs to the settlement (beans, 
rice, milk, sugar and corn meal), as well as medicines and a team made up 
of four doctors, a nutritionist, a social worker, three nurses and three 
vaccinators, who will administer 6,000 doses of vaccine in Piquiri and 
neighboring districts. 


This aid will continue until the outbreak of the disease is under control, 
which may take 15 days. Up until yesterday, a thousand doses of vaccine 
had been administered and the secretary hopes that the reenforcements in 
food will stave off the threat of death for the children who have con- 
tracted measles. Leonidas Ferreira regards federal government action in 
the locality as basic, since the greatest problem is the socioeconomic 
situation of the population there. 


Epidemiology 


In Brasilia, Risi Junior, who is in charge of the national immunization 
program, made the statement that the causes of death in the children in 














Piquiri are various, “and not just measles."" He excluded the hypothesis 
of an epidemic and denied that the situation in that settlement is as 
serious as reported. 


He explained that the epidemiological curve for measles reaches its 
highest peak of incidence every two or three years, affecting the children 
born in that period and not yet immunized. This is regarded as an epi- 
demic year, since in the early months 29,533 cases of the disease were 
reported as compared to 26,103 in 1978, although the majority of cases in 
which patients suffer from the benign form of the disease are not reported. 


Measles “is an acute infectious disease which is extraordinarily con- 
tagious, and very important as a cause of morbidity and mortality in 


Brazil,"’ issue No 10 of the BOLETIM EPIDEMIOLOGICO DA FUNDACAO SESP. 
States. 


Partial Data 


However, the bulletin says that the limited information available on 
measles morbidity in the country makes it possible only to establish 
general trends for the disease, without any possibility of deeper analysis 
of the factors underlying them. Data on the number of cases reported is 
ivailable only since 1968, and reveals that up until 1973, an average of 
+0,000 cases was reported annually. In the following years, a sharp 
reduction in the number of cases reported was seen--about 16,000 in 1974 
and 23,000 in 1975, with a return to the levels reported earlier in 1976. 


According to the bulletin, the importance of measles as a cause of death 
is the result of the complications which develop from the disease in 
association with malnutrition. The most reliable data permitting an 
assessment of the role of measles as a cause of death in the country was 
obtained by the Panamerican Health Organization, through the inter- 
American study of mortality in children made in various countries, 
including Brazil, in the period between 1968 and 1972. 
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BRAZIL 


MEASLES OUTBREAK REPORTED IN CAPAO BONITO 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 15 Dec 79 p 13 


{Text} The Soracaba Regional Health Division yesterday reported a 

measles epidemic in the municipio of Capao Bonito, where over 200 cases 
and 15 hospital admissions have been recorded in the last 45 days. On 
Monday, a mass vaccination campaign against the disease will be launched 
in the city. In Rio Grande do Norte, the measles outbreak which killed 

40 children in the district of Piquiri has spread to the municipal seat of 
Canguaritama, 70 kilometers from Natal. In that city the disease has 
attacked 40 children and resulted in 1 death. 


In Capao Bonito, the situation is considered serious, but the outbreak has 
only affected the urban area. The Regional Health Division is attempting 
to prevent the disease from reaching the rural area, where there is less 
chance of controlling it. The epidemic is spreading particularly on the 
outskirts of the city, in the neighborhoods of Bela Vista and Vila 
Aparecida. 


The Sorocaba Health Division has already provided 6,000 syringes and doses 
of vaccines, and has begun to publicize the vaccination campaign, which 
should begin in the schools, associations, nurseries and orphanages. Dr 
Oscai Egydio, who was sent to the city to observe the situation, called 
the epidemic serious, since it has already resulted in 15 hospital admis- 
sions. "There are cases of patients treated at the health centers who 
have later suffered relapses and are in danger of dying." He blamed the 
situation on the omissions in the vaccination coverage. 


Piquiri 


Leonidas Ferreira, health secretary of Rio Grande do Norte, confirmed 
yesterday that the measles epidemic that began in Piquiri had spread, but 
he denied that there had been a fatality in Canguaretama. To yesterday, 
the Health Secretariat survey of the Piquiri outbreak noted six deaths 

as a result of measles and three others resulting from dehydration, in 
118 surveyed dwellings. There are still 500 dwellings to be visited, 
however. 


6362 
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BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE--The number of persons affected by foot-and-mouth 
disease is now 12, including 3 children. The three latest cases have been 
detected in the (Pontal) farm, near the highway linking Sao Paulo with 

Campo Grande, an area where large numbers of cattle and swine have been 
affected by this disease. Sanitation services in slaughterhouses have been 
intensified and all raw milk has been seized. [Sao Paulo Radio Bandeirantes 
Network in Portuguese 1000 GMT 14 Jan 80 PY] 














GASTROENTERITIS DEATHS AMONG ChILDREN ON INCREASE 
Quito EL COMERCIO in Spanish 5 Dec 79 p l 


[Excerpt] Intestinal parasitosis is one of the major causes of death among 
the children of Ecuador, killing hundreds each year. At least 73 out of 
every 1,000 children between the ages of 1 and 4 die every year in our 
country, and 30 percent of the deaths are caused by diarrheal diseases. 


According to sources in the Ministry of Public Health and the National 
Planning Council, during the period 1970-1974, in addition to intestinal 
infections, the main causes of death among children of the ages given were 
tetanus, whooping cough, and measles. We are approaching the year 2000, 
and in our country 700 of every 100,000 children still die of tetanus, 500 
of whooping cough, and about 2,000 of diarrheal diseases. 


However, the greatest reason for concern is that that terrible cause of in- 
fant mortality, instead of decreasing, has increased in recent years. Ac- 
cording to the same sources, 1,392 children out of every 100,000 died of 
intestinal infection in 1970, and in 1974 the rate was 2,000 out of every 
100,000. 


According to official figures from the National Institute of Statistics, 

the picture did not change in 1976. In that year, the infant mortality rate 
reached 72.1 per 1,000. Of 227,415 births registered that year, 4,720, or 

2 percent, died before 30 days of age; and 16,389, or 7 perceat, died before 
a year of age. 


Failure to Record 


The picture is discouraging if we consider that about 10 percent of the 
live births are dead before a year is out. The drama increases when we 
think that a large percentage of the deaths, especially in rural areas, aie 
unrecorded. 


Therefore the percentage of deaths indicated in official statistics may be 
considered modest. This year in Baca Ortiz Hospital, which is considered 
one of the best organized hospitals for handling children, there was a 
9.5-percent infant mortality rate. This illustrates that the 1976 situation 
has not changed fundamentally. 


10 














That year, 173.6 out of every 10,000 live births died of enteritis and 
diarrheal diseases. Dr Jorge Sierra Segura, director of the Baca Ortiz 
Children's Hospital, states that intestinal parasitosis has always been 

one of the main causes of death due to the unhealthful conditions the people 
live in. 


Structures 


Sociologists, health professionals, statisticians, and politicians agree 
that the situation will only be overcome through a fundamental policy of 
structural change. Ecuador, after entering a constitutional period, has 
announced that change in the most basic areas of national life, among then, 
health and education. 


Diseas«s that now contribute to infant mortality include meningitis, which 

had a considerably lower rate this year. Asthma, bronchitis, and emphysema 
caused 101.9 deaths for every 10,000 children; influenza, 27.5 deaths; 
respiratory infections, 27.2 deaths; then come measles, malnutrition, whooping 
cough and birth defects. 


Malnutrition is another scourge of the infantile population. The ailment 
is common to underdeveloped countries, with a high incidence among the 
indigenous and suburban population. It is a malady that points to an unjat 
social and economic structure. 


8587 
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FINLAND 


MICPORD PNCUMOPIITLA (LEGIONAI®PRS DISEASE) REPORTED I‘) HFLSICVIKI, TUPKU 
Helsinki HTLOINGIY SXWMAT in Finnish 15 Nov 79 p 3 
[Article: “Legionaires Disease Found in Finland") 


[Text] Lecionaires disease has also been encountered in Finlane. The cause 
of a »oreviously unknown disease, microbe Legionella pneumonhila, has been 
founc in sore natients being treated in Helsinki and Turku. 


Leyionaires cisease was found a few years back in the United States where 
209 people at a veterans’ convention became ill with a mysterious tyve of 
prewnonia. “‘wenty-nine people dicd. 


"ecently ‘<cionaires disease has been found to be a much rore ceneral and 
comprehensive disease than what was believed earlier. In the Unite! States 
there have heen several unexplained cases of pneumonia which have later heen 
diamosed to have been caused by the Legionaires disease microbe. 


Legionaires disease has appeared in several countries in epidemic propor-- 
tions as well as in isolated cases. A thousand cases have been studied. 


\ younc woman, who exhibited symptoms after a kidney onreration, recently 
Yecame ill with Legionaires disease in Turku. The woman survived just as 
those who had become ill in '"elsinki. These instances of Legionaires dis- 
ease were treated with antibiotics. 


"ever, dilarriea, achina muscles, and headaches in addition to a state of 
Cisorientation can »e connected with Leqionaires disease. In most cases the 
source of the disease has not been found. 
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INDLA 


BRIEFS 


NEW ORAL THERAPY--New Delhi, Dec. 22: Am oral therapy called ‘chorosol' 
has been developed in India for the treatment of cholera and diarrhoea, 
according to the indian Council of Medical Research. The Government 

has now decided to include ‘chorosol’ in the public health system to 
combat these diseases which claim the lives of 150,000 children every 
year. Use of ‘chorosol’ in the recent cholera epidemic in the north- 
eastern state of Manipur reduced the death rate from 20 percent, to a mere 
0.8 percent. Dr S. C. Paul Director of the Institute, said the drug was 

a mixture of glucose, table salt, potassium chloride and soda bicarb. 
fanjug. [Text] [Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 23 Dec 79 p 8] 


SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES--The Director-General of Health Service, 
Government of India, said on Monday in Madras that Sexually Transmitted 
Diseases had reached “dreadful proportions,” next only to malaria and 
tuberculosis, in the country. A survey conducted on Ramesaram Island 
shows that 24% of the population were suffering from such diseases, he 
said.--PTIL. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 25 Dec 79 p 9] 


ENCEPHALITIS IN ANDHRA--Twentyfive of the 96 people suffering from 
encephalitis in Chittoor district in Andhra Pradesh have died, the dis- 
trict medical and health officer said on Friday.--PTI. [Text] 
(\Caleutta THE STATESMAN in English 22 Dec 79 p 9] 


CSO: 5400 
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SENEGAL 


BRIEFS 


MEASLES EP'DEMIC--An epidemic of measles has been detected in four villages 
in the Salemata District, i.e., Kote, Mbong, Ekesse and Eminque, by the 
nurse and head of the medical center of the district in question. The 
acting head of the medical constituency Mr Samba Ngom (state registered 
nurse) and a medical team immediately visited the villages concerned to 
see the seriousness of the disease which has claimed 10 lives out of the 
40 affected. The medical team which went to the villages which have been 
declared “danger spots" gave first aid while waiting for the arrival of 
vaccines which the health center of Kedougou lacks. Next it gave practical 
advice to the people and took preventive measures in order to reduce the 
damage: education and sanitary inspection. Apart from cleanliness, the 
children in the affected villages must not leave their homes nor go to 
either neighboring villages or public places like the market or school. 

Dr Samba Ngom thinks there is no cause for alarm because the problem can 
easily be solved with a little efficiency and goodwill. Currently, the 
local and regional administrative authorities and the regional medical 
officer have done all they can to confront the situation. The Salemata 
District shares a common border with our sister republic of Guinea. 
[Excerpts] [ABO91730 Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 31 Dec 79-1 Jan 80 p 6 AB) 


CSO: 5400 
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TANZANIA 


MEASURES TO COMBAT CHOLERA OUTBREAK STEPPED UP 
LD902020 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 1700 CMT 9 Jan 80 LD/EA 


[Text] The government has instituted new efforts to combat cholera, which 
has once again broken out in strength in some areas of the country. Steps 
already taken include the setting up of special treatment centers in affected 
areas and the sending of necessary personnel, equipment and medicines to 
those areas to insure that people are given the necessary treatment nearer 

to their hones. 


\ Health Ministry official eaid today that areas which had been badly 
1itected by the disease are Mbeya, Morogoro, Tango and Kilimanjaro regions, 
where a total of 16 people have died and 234 others have contracted the dis- 
ease since its outbreak on 8 December. 


Ndugu (Anthony Lumberiti), acting director of the health department in the 
Health Ministry, said the areas affected most by the disease have been 
placed under quarantine to stop the unnecessary movement of people who 

have been provided with health services in their own areas. Efforts are 
also being made to create a new awareness of the importance of cleanliness 
of surroundings, personal hygiene and the digging of latrines and their use. 


Ndugu (Lumberiti) said cholera broke out in full strength after it had been 
greatly reduced in 1979. This was because rules about the cleanliness of 
surroundings had been allowed to lapse. He said today that two groups of 
officials from the Health Ministry had left Dar es Salaam for Morogoro and 
Mbeya and for the north of the country to renew the cleanliness campaign in 
those areas. 


The Ministry is also making arrangements for Radio Tanzania programs on 
cholera, which would involve experts in various fields, so that efforts 
which had been made earlier would be repeated with the same vigor as in 
the past. 
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TANZANIA 


BRIEFS 


LFAKARA CHOLERA OUTBREAK CONTROLLED--Morogoro--Cholera which broke out in 
lfakara town, Kilombero district, 3 weeks ago, appears to have been eradi- 
cated following the adherence to quarantine rules by the people. Morogoro 
Regional Medical Officer Ndugu Juma Uledi says that there are now only four 
in-patients still receiving treatment at the St Francis Hospital in Ifakara 
town. Out of 32 cholera cases 3 people have died since the outbreak of the 
disease in Ifakara town. Junior Minister for Health Ndugu (Shebabili) is 
expected to go to Ifakara tomorrow to inspect the efforts to eradiate 
cholera there. [Text] [LD081528 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 
1200 GMT 8 Jan 80 LD/EA]) 


CHOLERA DEATHS LN KOROGWE--- Korogwe--Three people have died and 21 others 
were admitted to the hospital as a result of an outbreak of Cholera in 
Korogwe district of Tanga region. The disease has affected Kilole and 
Kwamsheshi villages. There are fears that there are also cholera cases in 
Ngombezi area. A doctor at Korogwe district hospital, Ndugu (Ole Lemuline), 
has said that six health centers had been set up throughout the areas 
affected by the disease last week. People have been given medicines to take 
and have been called upon to keep their surroundings clean to halt the spread 
of the disease. Meanwhile, no reports on the outbreak of cholera have been 
received from (Mahizangulu) village on the district boundary with Lushoto, 
where four people were treated for a disease suspected to be cholera last 
week. [Text] [LDO71825 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 1700 GMT 
? Jan 80 LD/EA] 





CHOLERA OUTBREAK IN LFAKARA--[fakara--All primary schools in Ifakara 
division, Kilombero and Kibaoni in Kilombero district have been closed 
down as a result of an outbreak of cholera. The Chama Cha Mapinduzi 
secretary for the district, Ndugu Salim Mtamyo, said that this precaution 
had been taken to halt the spread of the disease. All other schools in 
the district are to reopen tomorrow after a l-month vacation. A spokesman 
of St Francis Hospital in Ifakara says seven patients admitted to the hos- 
pital are suffering from the disease. It has become evident that local 
Liquor including tembo and kangara [home-brewed liquors] are still being 
seld and taken illegally despite the fact that they were outlawed follow- 
ing the cholera outbreak. [Text] [LDO70326 Dar es Salaam Domestic Serv- 
ice in Swahili 1800 GMT 6 Jan 80 LD) 
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FOR MALARIA TRLED 


NEWS in English 30 Now 79 p 3 


Zambia «S$ Conducting tests for the Word Health 
Yigam sation with a new wonder maiana cure. The 
WHO clams the s:ngie-dose drug, Metloquine, will 

we @ SuTferer two days after infection trom Ndola 


Zama Nas DeeN selected Dy 
ine World Health Organisation 
“VHO) for tests with a new drug 
“mon & G6 charmed. will cure 
Nalanda the d:sease that thas ti 
ed milhons 0 Afreca and Asm 
The drug MEF LOOUINE 15 ex 
pected to be ntroguced on the 
market «9 two years time The 
progtamme. the first to be un- 
Jertaken on an Afmcan country 
5 Deng carred out by the 
NGola-Dased who Tropical Dvs- 
eases Research Centre at Nocla 
entail Hospita 
Mefioguine has Deen tested 
ath postitwe results .n the Un- 
ted States South America and 
Asa According to Or Kot) Exue 
1 WHO pharmacolog:st at the 
“Gola centre the new drug 's 
apabdie of Cunng @ Malara wic 
"™ wilhn two Gays of infection 
‘he test programme has been 
recewed the area aith nmved 
feeungs and some resistance 
Superstition has Deen encoun 
‘ered where the tests are Deing 
wade villagers Nave wondered 
“"y Di0Od Specimens ‘ad to be 
‘anen 


To owercome thew tears WHO 
Goctors enlisted the help of the 
\oca! leaders of (he ruling United 
Nationa! independence Party 
(UNIP) who organised a ‘ally 

Or Exuve addressed the eet 
ng and told wilagers why the 
bIOOd samples Nad to Se taken 
He sad Most people Go sol 
reahse that chidren under the 
age of twe Ge Mostly from 
malaria There are thousands of 
people with maiana parasites 1 
thew Di0ood without knowing 

For many years he Sac 
iNdiwiduals and ntersatona 
nstituhhons Nave Deen ‘rwing to 
fond a Detter drug an’ vetter 
ways of Dealing Malana Ths 
way 48 NOw DEEN found 

A ioca!l chet semor chef 

Msutii: "ad ealver tod the meet. 
ing that ws people had com 
piarned to twm that the Diood 
was taken from them eithout 
knowing the reasons for t The 
people were assured thal the 
Droyect was Deng ©ar-ed Out for 
thew own benefit no thal they 
would siand to gain on the ong 
run from the tests 
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shacreca SOKO tf UNIP 

wget a ractecal DoltrCran 4 
wee © he rally Me tod ws is 
Tenmers hal ehen alana was 
ih heled people would De ed 
O work thew elds ‘alher ‘har 
nurse The Sck 

ihe » lagers got the message 
mG some Came forward and 
se2unieered "henmselwes ‘or the 


, 


The WHO oroyect 6 expected 
'O @5! ‘Or wo years Mele adults 
aver '4 years OC wl De tested 
anc those ‘ound eth malara 
parasites wii De agmitted to 
Spec.ai TOOMS at the Ncola Cen- 
va “ospda 

ow tChve sac Those found 
a 1h the Da astes - thew Diood 
“| De treated wth "he %e68 
rug Wwe &now they #))) "eC Ower 
quic&ly Dul we SMa Seep them 
nihe rooms ‘Or ‘we #e@ens 

Or Exc e explamed that pe 
trermts #ou 0 De well OOomed after 
Jureng "hev Say af the Nospdai 


nd pad 4) WO0aday The WHO 
wOuld &&) ep (hem —/ any way 





| Dale Dalrenmts "ad ‘armely OD 
TNS NeRO'NG TNediwale afien 
ion 

The two Commonest alana 


arners © Alveca are anopmetes 
gaminae and anupheles 'Unes 
tuS Med:cai experts Nave sad 
ihe alara Daras 'e 6 9Ol aw lus 
Dut a protozoan Darasle Al pre 
sermt «f G6 $a0 Dot fo De «(™mmune 
to ChhoroQuine etch 6 used tor 
DOtN Dropmy alc and 'herapeuw 
tec treatment 
Tomy Ha -onsuitant 
prys can af ine “ospitai tor 
Troprcal Oweases 9 London 
anc a member of the WHO Ex 
pert Committee on Mtaiara Sand 
Mefiogs "e $a powertu sng-e 
G0se ant)-Maarna drug amcn 
#25 Geveloped Dy "he US Army 
t was ‘wet tested 9 ON Thm 
ang © '975 when | eas com 
twmed thal 46 4% ple Gose ' 6 
very DOwerful and effective 
Thowe serously 4) Or 9 &a COMm~e 
shou d first De gwen Severe 
doses of GQuimne Defore ‘OllOe 
ng wth Mefiogune 15 4 very 
28 DENS ve 290 very Cr@wer CHOOT 
ce - GENIN 
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l1IGH INCIDENCE OF DEATil, DISEASE IN MUFULIRA REPORTED 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 25 Dec 79 p 5 


| Text | 


A TOTAL of 1,000 
children died from 
malnutrition in Mufulira 
this year — three quar- 
ters of them were from 


against diseases, 3,200 mal- 


the most vulnerable areas of 
various health problems be- 
cause of the high incidence of 
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mstitutions within Mutulira in 


continue approa-aing such 
institutions for e,“‘ective dis- 
charge of its functio, +. 

“It is only im th.. way that 
we can hope to survive the 
vigours of the economic 


sew ges a month were 
atten.ed to by the sewerage 
section in Kalulushi area 
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ZAMBIA 


BRIEFS 


MINISTRY PROBES CHOLERA REPORTS--The Ministry of Health is investigating 
reports from Dar es Salaam of cholera outbreak in Mbeya, on the Zambian 
border with Tanzania, which has claimed 17 lives including two Zambians. 

A ministry spokesman said yesterday that when reports were established the 
ministry would dispatch drugs and a team of medical officers to the border 
area. According to reports from Dar es Salaam cholera has since last Friday 
claimed 17 lives and anti-cholera drugs were being rushed to the area. The 
reports say 27 suspected cholera victims had been admitted to hospital there. 
Last year over 1,000 Tanzanians were reported to have died in a major cholera 
epidemic which hit 14 regions. Many of the victims had contracted a type of 
the disease called “el tor" which originated from neighboring Zaire and 
Malawi. In last year's cholera outbreak, a total of 17 Zambians died and 
more than 80 received treatment. [Text] [Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English. 
1 Jan 80 p 5] 


CHCLERA IN KAPUTA-ublic gatherings and the selling of food from Kaputa 
district has been banned with immediate effect, following the recent out- 
break of cholera in the area. The ban was imposed today by Kaputa district 
secretary, Mr George (Mukali), as a measure to contain the disease which 
has claimed 20 lives so far. Concerning the disease in Kasama, acting 
provincial medical officer [name indistinct] said that more medical staff 
have been sent to the area to contain the disease. Dr (Kasusi) was [words 
indistinct] departments to assist with transport, publicity and national 
education to the people in order to prevent the disease from spreading. 
[Text] [LD151538 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 1800 GMT 14 Jan 80 
LD/CA] 
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AUSTRALIA 


JISEASE IN TASMANIAN PIGS REMAINS UNIDENTIFIED 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 13 Nov 79 p 31 
[Text] Canberra: Tasmania's pig disease mystery will remain unsolved. Sci- 


entists will be unable to identify the outbreak because they have nothing to 
test. 


Officials said terday were sent to Britain to 
that only a few fluid find out what the disease 
samples from infected was not, rather than 
pigs, sent to Britain's what it was, 

world reference labora- Authorities were anx- 
tory, were kept after a fous to find out if it was 
thoro ugh eradication a (blistering) 
campaign 

All animals infected and mou 
with the disease or those “The tests ‘ 
that came in contact tive so nobody will ever 
with it were quickly know what was,” he 
burnt and buried said. 

The Minister for Pri- About 630 pigs and 50 
mary Industry, Mr Nix- cows were destroyed 
on, said terday that after the outbreak was 
no final nosis of the discovered on a property 
disease be made at Legana, north-west of 

But he said that the pol- Launceston, last month. | 
icy of stamp out any Farm buildings and 
suspect exotic by pens were also burnt. 
immediate slaughter was The Australian Agricul. 
technically and economi- tural Council yesterday 
cally correct. lifted all quarantine res- 

Thou the slaughter trictions imposed in the 
precl He hee inves- outbreak area. 
tigat.on, eradication could ; , 
not be delayed and . restrictions on the move- 
bly dangerous ma ment of animals and ani- 
held just for the sake of mal were re 
trying to make a final mo 

iagnosis. , 

Any such delay could = ie wy, S,. 
lead to far more costly formed of the British fin- 
+> ameaee measures, he ings and urged to 
Sal remove rema 

ELIMINATION restrictions” on Aust- 

A department official ralian livestock and pro 


said at the samples ducts. 











AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


‘PINK-EYE' IN CATTLE--A national survey has shown that "pink-eye" disease is 
widespread and disruptive to Australia's beef, dair and stud cattle producers. 
The survey was carried out by Murdoch University's School of Veterinary Studies 
with research funds provided by the Australian Meat Research Committee. Fif- 
teen hundred producers throughout Australia were involved in the survey--of 
these 82 per cent of commercial producers said they had cattle afflicted by 
the eye disease in the last five years. Seventy-three per cent of the studs 
surveyed were affected. "“Pink-eye" was most commonly reported in Herefords 
(70 per cent of replies) and Friesians (8 per cent). In all States the 
disease was most prevalent during December, January and February and farmers 
thought “pink-eye” was associated with hot, dusty conditions and flies. 
[Excerpts] [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 13 Nov 79, Supp., p 5] 
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ORDER TO SHOOT RHODESIAN CATTLE GIVEN 


Gabarone DAILY NEWS in English 16 Nov 79 p 2 


(text) 


CSO: 


5 


Cattle from Rhodesia constitute 
a serious risk, and must be shot on 
sign, said Minister of Agriculture 


ing a question from Mr WG. Mos- 
weu (BDP Bobirwa) Mr Mosweu 
wished t know “Whether since 
Members of our Special Support 

group and Veternary Department. 
whenever they sight Rhodesia 
Cattle within Botswana Shoot them 
and consume thew meat, he wi!i 
not consider it a better policy fhe 
could authorise the carcasess to 
be burt and whether he wii! con- 
sider i a good thing for the ani- 
mais to be examined while stil! 
alive and where they are found to 
be free of foot and mouth disease 
to be kept as Matimeia so that they 
should bring revenue to the coun- 


The Minister further ciar ified we 
Cannot afford to take risk with foot 
and mouth desease, He said the 
shooting of Rhodesian cattie & 
also en effective deterrent 
agamst illegal movement 

“Providing such cattle do not 
show clinical symptons. it 1s quite 
sate tw distribute the meat to vet- 
erinary pickets and gangs work- 
ing on the border fence. This is 


less wast eu! than buming and we are 


pleased if 4 adds an extra moen- 
tive to report illegal movements 


Minister Mesweie further 
clarified “Treating such cattle as 
Matmmela would be quite mprac- 
ticable, as we could not move 





25 


them from where they had been 
found without first i them 
for a cosiderable period in 
quarantine” 

He said shooting such cattle is 
only a very smali part of our 
Strategy to prevent ii/ega! move- 
ments into Botswana. Fencing 
gangs. he said. are now busy 
ere * EEN eS 
border watering points 
have been established t pump 
water out of the Shashe and 


about 40 tented camps have oeen 
established along the border, and 
pickets are constamtly patrolling 
the border fence. 

“in addition the Palapye to 
Sherwood Ranch Cordon has 
been manmed. and ail cattle bet- 
ween this cordon and the Shashe 
border have been vaccinated 
against foot and mouth disease. 

As a supplementary statement. 
Mr Meswele said. | am aware that 
veterinary pickets and labour and 
the police have the advantage of 
consuming the meat from siaugh- 

: cattle.” 

“But to avoid any risk the meat 
should be disposed of promptly 
and cannot be distributed 
widely” 

“And it may be noted that @ is 
the veternary labour and police 
who are doing an important job in 
difficuR circumstances. | do not 
object to their getting some be- 
nefit from @.” 


BOTSWANA 





BOTSWANA 


LOCAL FOOT-AND-MOUTH VACCINE PROVES EFFECTIVE 


Gabarone DAILY NEWS in English 15 Nov 79 p 1 


[text] Botswana is now free of foot and mouth disease. The last case in the country 
was reported sometime before September this year. 
This piece of good news was disclosed yesterday by the Deputy Director of 
Veterinary Services Dr.G.E. Bradley. He explained however, thatanextensive 
vaccination campaign is being carried out in Ngamiland and the area west of the 
cordon fence in the Centrai District 


Or Bradiey added that cattie in the Botwwae area have aiready 
been vaccinated the disease. He also said that the fence 
on Botswane's border with Rhodesia is almost complete and has 
been heavily picketed. 

He noted that before the erection of the fence there used to be 8 
problem of cattle. some of them carrying the disease. into 
Botswana. This will now stop and any cattie that stray into 


wane or brought illegally into the country are destroyed. 


Dr Bradley mentioned that the 
evccess in the fight against foot 
and mouth was due 
tweness of the vaccine which is 
now produced in Botswana He 
added that unlike the 1977 out- 
break the outbreak this year was 
elwnnated within a shorier time 
before it had spread to other 
areas 

He expressed confidence in the 
locally-produced vaccine and 
sad we now have a str onger 
weapon to fight any outbreaks 
which may occur wn future” 

Although Or Bradley said that 
the chances for future outbreaks 
are minimal. especially if farmers 
could be more co-operative and 
vaccinate thew cattie with the 
strong vaccine After clearing 
several areas of foot and mouth 


the Department of Veterinary Ser- 
vices announced in October add: - 
tional places from where cattle 
could be sent to the Botswana 
Meat Commission in Lobatse 


These were the areas west of the 
railway line and east of the cordon 
fence in the Centra! District, al! 
areas out of the Dibete Cordon 
Fence the area west of the railway 
line and east of the Makoba Cor- 
don Fence and the area south of 
the Sherwood Ranch/Palapye 
fence 


The areas which are stil! closed 
to cattle marketing are Ngami- 
land. the area west of the Ngwato 
Fence, the area east of the railway 
line and the area north of the 
Sherwood Ranch 
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And the Botswana Meat Com- 
mission closes fis month for the 
annual maintenance exercise it 1s 
hoped that it will reopen early 
next year 


When Vice President and Minis- 
ter of Finance and Development 
Pianning Or QKJ Masire 
opened the fourth Parliament on 
Tuesday, he noted that @ is en- 
couraging that as many as 220 
000 cattle from areas not affected 
by the disease had been siaugh 
tered and good prices paid to 
owners 


He also noted that an overal! 
increase of 30 per cent in the price 
of cattle had been recorded dur. 
ing ts year 
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Or Masure san that despite he 
tact that the fight agamst foot ad 
mouth 1s gowng on, 4 1s. still Unior- 
Wnately found necessary to Man. 
ten cattie movement restrictions 
«) the affected wees #1 those 
adjoining them This. Nowever. is 
for our good. ne sand 


The Vice President noted fat 
even m tne face of hardships wis- 
ing fom these estrictions. people 
have cooperated wa the Gov- 
emment to ensure hal the spread 
of the disease 1s arrested 


He aiso added that the beef n- 
dustry has during the past two 
years not gn an the support i nor- 
mally does © our economy 
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Botswana and other African 
Canbbean and Pacific countries 
Nave recently signed a new five- 
year Lome Convention. with the 
European Community The ACP 
beef quote has also been in- 
creased and will be shared 
among the ACP states. 


When the first outbreak was 
discovered in the county nm 1977. 
Botswana was put in an economic 
dilemma when the EEC sus- 
pended beef wmports from Bots- 
wana until it was assured that the 
foot and mouth disease was com- 
pletely eradicated m the country 
Severa! relief measures were m- 
troduced to help peopie who had 
been most hard-hit by the out- 
Ore da 











BOTSWANA 


BRIEFS 


BUFFALOES’ DEATH PUZZLING--Twenty-nine buffaloes died in the Chobe National 
Park after allegedly drinking water from Chobe river recently. The buffaloes 
are said to have died immediately after they got contaminated. The National 
Park authorities do not know as yet what causes the disease but suspect that 
there is a certain type of poisonous plant which when grazed becomes fatal 
after drinking water. An interview with the Game authorities disclosed that 
during September this year a total of 25 buffaloes died in the same manner 
bringing the total of dead buffaloes to 54. They further explained that the 
disease has not been noticed in other animal species except buffaloes. The 
game rangers said investigations will soon be carried out since the disease 
‘ausing concern. [Text] [Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 5 Nov 79 p 2) 


FOOT+AND-MOUTH VACCINE INSTITUTE--The Director of Veterinary Services, Dr. 
J. faleconer has just announced that a Permanent Foot-and-Mouth Vaccine 
institute is to be built in the Broadhurst Industrial complex. Work on the 
construction of this Institute will start early in 1980, and once completed 
the Imstitute will be capable of producing 21 million doses of Foot-and-Mouth 
Vaccine per year. The new Institute will replace the present temporary 
laboratory facilities built last year as an emergency measure. The existing 
laboratory facilities can produce 100,000 doses of FMD vaccine per week, but 
this is not sufficient to supply Botswana requirement of vaccine, and to 
export vaccine to other countries in southern Africa. The Institute will 

be staffed largely by Botswana personnel but the Institute Merieux in Lyon, 
France will provide specialist personnel with the know how on how to produce 
Foot-and-Mouth Disease vaccines. Most of the Botswana staff will be trained 
locally but some will have to be sent to France for more advanced training. 
(vext]) (Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 21 Nov 79 p 1] 


CATTLE DYING--Despite abundant water in the Okavango river, cattle are 
reported dying in great numbers in some of the villages in the North West 
District. Reports from the district indicate that there is an outbreak of 
foot-and-mouth disease in the area, poor grazing has been singled out as 

the main cause. Commenting on the deaths, Maun Livestock Officer Mr K.B. 
Motai confirmed that poor grazing is a contributary factor to many livestock 
deaths in the area, He said cattle travel long distances for grazing and 
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sometimes take two to three days before coming back to water points. Mr 
Motai said most of the cattle in the North West were never vaccinated with 
vitamin A since there was little supply. The veterinary team is currently 
in Sehithwa to vaccinate cattle against Botulism. Sehithwa residents are 
reported facing serious water shortage. The water shortage hit the area 
following health authorities warning against drinking water from the lake 
unless it is boiled. The water is being considered unfit for human consumption. 
The nurse who works for the Lutheran Clinic, Ursula Zimmermann, says though 
they are advised to boil water before using it, there are no cases on record 
caused by water drawn from the lake, She, however, expressed fears that the 
water in question might cause diahorrea. The nurse further explained that 
water from both the mission and council boreholes is very salty. One speaker 
indicated that they are desperately in need of everything in the village. 
[text] [Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 29 Oct 79 p 1] 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH OUTBREAK AT TSAU--The Directory of Veterinary Services, Dr 
Jack Falconer has announced that an outbreak of SAT 2 type of Foot and 
Mouth has occurred at Tsau in Ngamiland. The outbreak at present involves 
about 300 herd of cattle which came from east of Tsau. A vaccination cam 
paign against SAT 2 type of Foot and Mouth in Ngamiland started on November 
12, 1979 and is due to finish on the 8th of December 1979. Meanwhile the 
Director of Wild Life, Mr Ngwamotsoko has just announced that the shooting 
of buffalos in Ngamiland for supplying meat to the villages has had to be 
cancelled due to the outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease which occurred at 
Tsau. [Text] [Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 5 Dec 79 p 1) 


TSAU HERDS INSPECTED--Giving additional information on the reported outbreak 
of SAT 2 type of foot and mouth disease at Tsau in Ngamiland, Dr Falconer 
said an inspection of the infected herds will be carried out today. Veteri- 
nary teams have already been sent into the area to round up all the strong 
cattle and have them vaccinated. Dr Falconer also explained that the new 
SAT 2 vaccine which has been made in Gaborone has proved to be very effec- 
tive against the disease and once the cattle have been vaccinated the 
disease will disappear. “One difficulty being experienced in controlling 
this outbreak is that there has been good rains in the area, and the cattle 
have scattered,” said Dr Falconer. In response to reports of the outbreak, 
the Director of Wild Life, Mr C. Nwamotosoko on Tuesday announced that the 
shooting of buffalos in Ngamiland for supplying meat to the villages has had 
to be cancelled, due to the outbreak of foot and mouth disease. [Text] 
[Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 6 Dec 79 p 1) 


DROUGHT DISEASES KILL CATTLE--Cattle which have survived the Kweneng drought 
are now dying from diseases caused by the drought. The Molepolole veterinary 
department has revealed that cattle are now being hit by Pasturallosis and 
Q.E. disease. Both diseases are caused by green grass at the germination 
stage. And they can be avoided by vaccination. But a veterinary department 
spokesman warned that the vaccinations must be carried out regularly once 

a year to be effective. He said its' not known how many cattle have already 
died as a result of the drought but many farmers had lost “a good number” of 
cattle. Ploughing has now started in Southern Kweneng the worst affected 
area following the recent rains. But some areas-~Dutlwe, Eko, Sobabame 

and Nhie--have had no rain at all. And cattle are now being evacuated to 
better grazing areas. [Text] [Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 11 Dec 79 
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BRAZ LI. 


BRIEFS 


DLSEASE OUTBREAK DENIED--The Prefec: of Cubatao, Carlos Frederico Soares 
ampos, denied yesterday that the disease causing the death of animals at 
larker 200 in that municipality was African swine fever. After inspecting 

the site together with the health coordinator, who made the necessary 
tests, the prefect said that the ailment involved was one easily con- 
trolled with domestic vaccine. He added that there is not threat of 
infection of human beings or of the spread of the disease to other swine 
herds. [Text | |Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 7 Dec 79 
p 26; 5157 
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


RABIES PROBLEM PERSISTS IN SOUTHERN GERMANY 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 15 Dec 79 p 7 


[Article: "More and More Rabid Animals-- 
The Fox Keeps Himself Hidden" |] 


{Text} For decades the FRC has battled energetically against rabies. Yet 
success has been held to a relative minimum. In the first 2 weeks in 
November of this year alone, 266 animals were known to have caught the 
disease. This figure is derived from the epidemic report published by 

the Federal Ministry of Agriculture. The figures show that rabies is 
most extensive in the FRG when compared with other countries. 


Rabies appears to be spreading above all in the Bavarian and Swabian moun- 
tain forests. Hunters and forest rangers are often isolated in their 
battle against rabies. The forests and mountainous country provide ex- 
cellent hiding places for foxes, which are thought to be carriers of the 
disease in 62 percent of the cases. “The fox holes are often so well 
camouflaged that it is difficult for us to find them,” said one hunter. 


Pumping gas into the holes and hunting the foxes down are the controver- 
sial measures being taken against the foxes. What one veterinarian sees 

as a necessary evil is characterized as thoughtlessness by the Association 
for the Protection of Animals. In the opinion of a member of this associa- 
tion in Munich, very often “there is more doing than thinking"; a disruption 
of the natural equilibrium among the forest animals is the result, he says. 


For the director of the Munich Veterinary Bureau, Dr Clemens Grandjean, 

the most recent figures also have a positive cause: “The number of animals 
contracting the disease is so high because we simply examine the cadaver 
much more intensively.” In other countries the rabid animals are often 
buried without any data being collected and this distorts the figures. 


9527 
CSO: 











PHILIPPINES 


BRIEFS 


POOT-AND-MOUTH INSPECTLIONS--Sariava, Quezon, Dec. 18—--Director Salvador 
Escudero LIL of the bureau of animal industry ordered today the fielding 
25 vaccinators and inspectors to augment the local veterinary workers 
after all barrios of this town and the neighboring municipalities, includ- 
ing Lucena, were affected by animal foot-and-mouth disease. Dr Claudio 
Marrero, senior quarantine and provincial veterinary officer for Quezon 
province, told Escudero that some 535 carabaos and 363 head of cattle were 
downed by foot-and-mouth disease. The Quezon towns affected are Cande- 
laria, Tiaong, San Antonio, Sariaya and Lucena city. Tiaong had the big- 
oumber of affected animals--228 carabaos and 59 head of cattle. In 
», 130 carabaos and 243 head of cattle are affected. Marrero put 
three municipalities and Lucena under quarantine area and all large 
tle were not allowed to be transported to other places. (OVM) ([Text! 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 19 Dec 79 p 40) 
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AUSTRALIA 


BRISFS 


JARRAH FOREST QUARANTLINE--The Forests Departaent is considering extemiing the 
Jarrah-forest quarantine areas to check the spread of dieback disease in the 
South-West. The departaent’s latest repyct, tabled in the State Parliament 
said that extending the risk areas east of the Frankland River and west of the 
Darling Scarp, south of Nannup, was umer consideration. Disease-risk areas 
now extend from Mundaring to Walpole through 36.5 per cent of the State forest 
ani timber reserve, a total of about 719% square kilometres. The report said 
that Phytophthora cinnamomi, which casued Jarrah dieback, was persistent in 
the roots of Banksia grandis, amd this had allowed the development of a reli- 
able means of ee, [Excerpt] [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 

16 Nov 79 p 20 


CROP DISEASES REPORTED--Oat crops in the south of the State have been hit by 
the worst outOreak of rust for several years--and a strain new to HA may de 
responsible. in addition, farmers in the affected areas are facing extensive 
pasture losses due toa fungus Known as clover scorch. According to Mr David 
Highman, Agriculture Departaent adviser at Albany, the rust in oats has affect- 
ed many thousands of hectares--with losses on some crops expected to be as 
high as 60 per cent. He said yesterday that present seasonal comiitions were 
conducive to a further build up ami spread. Crops had been affected at Aldany, 
“t Barker, Rocky Gully, Mt Many Peads, Wellstead, Gairdner River, Bremer Bay 
ami Esperance. The vorrying aspect was that the resistant West variety of oats 
had also been affected. Mr Highman said the severity of the attacks reduced 
the prospects for successful grain yields. [Excerpts | [Perth THE WEST AUSTRA- 
LIAN in English 13 Now 79 p 3 
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BRAZIL 


DISEASES, PESTS THREATENING COFFEE CROPS DISCUSSED 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 9 Dec 79 p 78 
‘Article by Germano de Oliveira: “Ailments Threaten Coffee Plantings" j 


[Text } At the end of the Seventh Brazilian Congress on Coffee Research 
held in Araxa, Minas Gerais, on Friday, the almost 1,000 IBC [Brazilian 
Coffee Institute] technician concluded that "the latest challenge to 
Brazilian coffee growers" is the phytosanitary problem. This is because 
the sector is plagued by infestation by various plant diseases and pests 
which limit production considerably. These include the halo spot, leaf 
miner and nematodes, to combat which no efficient technology has yet been 
found. The discovery of varieties resistant to these diseases is the 
only economically reliable alternative the technicians envision. There- 
fore, the announcement that the IBC has found the Catimor variety 
(produced by crossing robusta and arabica strains) to be resistant to 
rust and nematodes was the most exciting news in the luxurious congress 
was held. 


[In analyzing the phytosanitary situation in the national coffee growing 
sector, the head of the research department at the IBC, Jose Braz Matielo, 
described a rather serious picture. He said that halo spot, a disease 
which causes the leaves to fall and dries the coffee plant branches, is 
intensively affecting the plantings in the main coffee producing regions 
of Brazil, with serious losses resulting. In the municipality of 
Bandeirantes, Mato Grosso do Sul, alone, the disease has affected more 
than a million coffee plants. 


Matielo explained that further details on the extent of the losses in 
Bandeirantes were not yet available, since the team of IBC technicians 
working there had not yet completed its surveys. "The bacteria which 
causes the halo spot--pseudomones garcae, as it is known scientifically-- 
is transmitted through the air and attacks mainly the weakest coffee 
trees. Before the disease attacked in Bandeirantes, there were cold winds 
in September and hailstorms in October. As the crops in this region were 
weakened and as all of the conditions favoring the penetration of the 
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bacteiia existed, the attack was a violent one, causing the leaves to 
fall and branches to dry. And without leaves, there can be no production 
for the coming year. 


The head of the research department at the IBC indicated that halo spot 
has been spreading since 1975, after the freezes, and is now causing 
serious problems in the main producing regions of the country, such as 
Parana, a part of Sao Paulo, and above all in the upper regions, a part 
of Minas Gerais and upper Jequitinhonha. 


The IBC representative explained that, despite the seriousness of the 
disease, no efficient methods have yet been developed to combat it. "The 
recommended treatment calls for applying copper-base fungicides as anti- 
biotics, but this treatment is only efficient in combating the disease in 
coffee seedling nurseries. In producing stands it is almost entirely 
impracticable, because the producers must make applications every 5 days 
until the disease disappears, which runs costs very high." 


In his view, this problem cannot be resolved in the short run. "In the 
medium range it is suggested that windbreaks be established on the planta- 
tions to prevent the wind from reaching the coffee trees, and thus the 
penetration of the disease by air. In the long run, the alternative is 

to find varieties resistant to the bacteria. We have already found a 
resistant resource in the Catiflor 23 variety, the product of crossing a 
robusta strain (produced in Africa) with an arabica strain (cultivated in 
Brazil)." 


Another pest which concerns the researchers, according to Braz Matielo, 
is the leaf miner, which is attacking a hundred percent of the coffee 
plantings in some regions, such as Parana and Upper Sorocabana, causing 
more than 40 percent of the coffee tree leaves to fall. 


Although the leaf miner is a plague causing serious production losses, 
the technicians have not yet found effective means of combating it. "The 
creatments which produce best results involve application of pyrethroid 
insecticides. But they do not entirely control the plague." 


The alternative way of eliminating the leaf miner would be the develop- 
ment of a resistant variety. ‘To date," Matielo says, "we know that the 
defoliation level is more intensive for the Mundo Novo, Yellow Catuai and 


Icatu varieties. The LV C23 and C 1669 varieties are most resistant, 
showing a loss of only 19.4 percent of the leaves affected by the pest." 


The head of the research department at the IBC said that the goal of the 
self-goveruing body is to maintain the current coffee planting figure of 
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3.4 billion coffee plants, to achieve a production of 27 to 30 million 
sacks per year. “With such production, we can export 16 million sacks, 
allocate 9 million for domestic consumption and maintain a strategic 


stock of & million sacks. 


"Currently Brazil has 700 to 800 million coffee trees affected by frost 
and in recovery and 600 million under 2 years of age, not yet in 
production. When they begin to produce, we can achieve our goal. Apart 
from this, we expect an increase in production in the Northeast (Bahia, 
Ceara, and Pernambuco), where there are 140 million coffee trees, with an 
increase from the current production of 700,000 to 1.5 million sacks." 
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BRAZIL 


DISEASE AFFECTS CITRUS PLANTS IN SAO PAULO 
Disease Hits Export Area 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 14 Dec 79 p 30 


[Text] (Campinas Bureau)--What citrus growers in Sao Paulo have feared 

most in recent years has finally occurred: citrus cancer ["cancro"], a 
disease which attacks citrus fruits in general and for which the only con- 
trol is the destruction of affected plants, has reached the state's so-called 
"noble expert zone." Eduardo Pereira de Carvalho, secretary of food and 
agriculture, yesterday confirmed the presence of the disease (40 foci) 

in lemon groves in Monte Alto and Candido Rodrigues, and announced a series 
of control and precautionary measures, which will require about 7,000 

people to carry out. 


Brazil is the world's major producer and exporter of concentrated orange 
juice. Revenues of about $400 million are expected from the sector this 
year. Sao Paulo's “noble export zone" provides the raw material for about 
90 percent of the concentrated citrus juices produced in Brazil. 


At first, researchers at the Biological Institute thought the disease 
attacking the lemon trees was canker ["cancrose"], which does not affect 
oranges. Carvalho said yesterday, however: “It is citrus cancer, pure 
strain, Type A, the worst kind.” He added: “We are not going to play 
around with this problem; it is too serious." 


The Office of Coordination of Integrated Technical Assistance (CATI) of 
the Secretariat of Agriculture, is conducting the emergency destruction 
program, and the Regional Agricultural Divisions (DIRA's) have been 
instructed to conduct a rigorous inspection of suspect areas. The 
agriculture secretary appealed to the citrus growers to report any 
suspected case to the authorities. At the same time, the Citrus Farming 
Defense Fund (FUNDECITRUS), formed by members of the citrus industry, has 
offered health officials all the funds needed to combat the disease in the 
export zone. 


Speaking to citrus growers, industrialists and technicians yesterday in 
Cordeiropolis, the agriculture secretary blamed the federal government 
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for the outbreek of citrus cancer in the citrus export production region. 
“If anyone is to blame for all this, it is the federal government, which 
has allowed the foci to break out, and the border sentries are not going 
to contain the disease. A national campaign is required. Up to now, the 
problem has not been taken seriously enough." Carlos Purdenti Correa, 
president of the Sao Paulo Citrus Growers’ Association, said the sector 
has been alerting the authorities to the citrus cancer problem for 10 
years, to no avail. 


90 Million Orange Trees in Sao Paulo 


About 60 minicipios in Sao Paulo depend on citrus farming, and there are 
about 90 million orange trees in the state, representing an investment of 
about 2 billion cruzeiros. The current harvest is expected to yield 140 
million cases, selling on the industrial market for 51.0 cruzeiros each. 
The juice industry represents an investment of 1.5 billion cruzeiros and 
absorbs about 90 percent of the citrus fruits produced in the “noble export 
zone." Last Bear, Brazilian exports of orange juices, Pulp ["racao"] 

and oils brought in exchange revenues of $336.2 million. 


ln the Ribeirao Preto DIRA, where the disease was verified yesterday, 

there are 37.7 million producing citrus trees. The groves are concentrated 
from Limeira to Barretos, along the Anhanguera and Washington Luis Highways. 
his region had always been free of citrus cancer, although the disease 

had been detected in the state in 1957, when 250,00 trees were destroyed 

in Alta Sorocabana, along with 1.5 million nursery seedlings. 


Lemon Trees Destroyed 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 15 Dec 79 p 26 


l’ext! To date, about 1,000 lemon trees have been destroyed in the divide 
between the municipios of Monte Alto and Candido Rodrigues, in the so-called 
"noble export zone,” where 40 citrus cancer foci were detected. Agriculture 
secretary Eduardo de Carvalho made the announcement yesterday, speaking 

in Cordeiropolis. 


Next week the Secretariat of Agriculture will intensify its operations 
igainst the cancer, and will survey all the citrus growing regions, mobi- 
lizing technical and human resources to prevent the dis::ase from spreading. 
According to secretariat personnel, for now it is impossible to evaluate 
the extent of the problem. They expect to have a better idea of the 
situation within 3 or 4 months. Roberto Lindemberg, coordinator of plant 
nealth defense of the Ribeirao Preto DIRA, yesterday reported the destruc- 
tion of lemon trees in the district of Agua Limpa, in the divide between 
Monte Alto and Candido Rodrigues, where small groves predominate. The 
largest of them have 1,500 lemon trees, while the other groves range from 
LOO to 150 trees. 
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It is an intensive lemon marketing area, with trucks from as far as Parana 
and Mato Grosso entering and leaving. It is estimated that as many as 

5,000 lemon trees could be destroyed. CATI coordinator Vitor Argola 
yesterday accused the state governments of Mato Grosso do Sul and Parana 

of neglect in combating citrus cancer. Argola said that trees are being 
destroyed in these states, but that the existing blockades at some points 
have not prevented the movement of contaminated fruit. He feels the 

federal government should take more effective action to control the d*sease. 
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BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


CITRUS PLANTATIONS INFECTED--The biological institute has not yet issued 
ts final opinion, but it is suspected that citrus plantations in Monte 
nm the Ribeirao Preto region have been contaminated by citrus canker, 
1 disease against which no chemical combat agent is available and which 
has already eliminated almost all the citrus plantations in the western 
part of the state of Sao Paulo. Located in the area which produces 
‘ranges for export, the presence of lemon tree canker, which attacks only 
cid citrus crops, has been detected at the site. [Text] [Sao Paulo 9 


STADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 6 Dec 79 p 45); 5157 


» THREATENED--Londrina--a type of larva unknown to the researchers 
it the National Soybean Research Center has in recent days destroyed a 
planted area of 30 alqueires belonging to producer Jose Wachinski, in Sao 


rr imo da Serra in the northern part of Parana. Agronomer Clovis 
Batistela has dubbed it the Khomeyni plague because of its voracity. 
Entomologist Antonio Panizzi collected samples to be raised in the labora- 


ry, since only when they have become adults will it be possible to 
establish to what species the insects belong. The larva bores to a depth 
> or entimeters beginning at the root of the plant. To prevent the 
spread of the plague, the seeds were treated with a special chlorine 
mpound. ‘Text! [Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 
. , 9n 8 5157 











RHODESIA 


ARMYWORM THREAT TO FARMERS REPORTED 
Salisbury THE SUNDAY MAIL in English 6 Jan 80 p 7 


[Text] Crop-eating armyworms have been found in farming areas scattered be- 
tween Mount Darwin and Gwelo since the outbreak was first discovered two 
weeks ago in Shamva. 


Dr Barry Blair, chief entomologist at the Plant Protection Institute, said 
yesterday the distribution of the voracious pest seemed to fall into two 
major bands. One ran from Mount Darwin to Mtepatepa, Bindura, Shamva and 
Beatrice; the other from Salisbury South through Norton, Que Que and Gwelo. 


The pests travel during their moth development stage by riding with converg- 
ing air masses, so this distribution pattern probably corresponded to air 
movement from either Malawi or northern Mozambique, where they were thought 
to have originated, Dr Blair said. 


Little crop damage had so far been reported although the infestations in 
some areas were severe. Armyworms were essentially grass-eaters so crops 
like tobacco and cotton were safe. Maize, millet and sorghum, among others, 
were at risk, Dr Blair said. 


Fortunately, the 24-hour-a-day appetite that made the armyworm so dangerous 
to crops also made it easy to control with pesticides. 


“It eats so much of the sprayed plant so quickly that you don't need to use 
very much pesticide to kill it" he said. 


"The pesticides authorised for use on it are effective in 12 to 18 hours, so 
most people will be able to control it before much damage has been done." 


Mr Michael Saunders, managing director of operations for a Salisbury-based 
pesticide-spraying company, said the company had sprayed about 5 000 hec- 
tares since Christmas. Most of the land had been planted to maize in the 
Shamva, Norton and Salisbury South areas. 
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“The infestation has been quite heavy in these areas, but it has also been 
very localised and that's surprising. It's not as widespread as it was two 
years ago, though there has still been some damage done,” Mr Saunders said. 


Mr Phil Thom, who farms the Hatcliffe estate outside Saiisbury, said he found 
about 25 percent of the 200 hectares he had in maize infested with armyworm 
on Wednesday. He began mechanical spraying immediately and reported only 
slight damage to the crop. 


But he was as thankful to the storks as he was to the pesticide. Hundreds 
of the birds were blackening the farm's airstrip on Friday, apparently rest- 
ing after gorging themselves on the worms, he said. 


"Those storks have been a lot of help," Mr Thom said. 
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VENEZUELA 


NEW RUST, SMUT-RESISTANT SUGARCANE PLANTED 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 10 Dec 79 p 2-24 


[Text] Early mext year, new varieties of sugarcane seed will be planted 
throughout the country. These are seeds of rust- and smut-resistant vari- 
eties suited for mechanized cultivation, with a high sugar content and 
well adapted to Venezuelan methods. The seeds, which come from Cuba and 
Barbados, are PR 61632, B 41227, My 5514, and My 54129. 


Sugarcane yield in the country is being seriously affected by rust and smut 
at present. The varieties grown in Venezuela (B 4362, B 49119, and CL 
41223) have shown that conditions are good for growing sugarcane, but they 
are very susceptible to these diseases. These varieties have been grown 
for about 15 years, and in 1978 an outbreak of smut was discovered for the 
tirst time, and then rust appeared. 


The Agricultural Research Fund (FONAIAP), the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Livestock, and sugar refineries, have agreed on methods to be used in fighting 
rust and smut; at the same time they are evaluating the growth and disease- 
resistance characteristics of the new varieties. 


About 300 hectares are to be planted with the new seed varieties throughout 

the country. The districts where they will first be planted are Rio Turbio, 
Yaracuy, Motatan, Urena, Cumanacoa, Santa Maria, El Tocuyo, and Portuguesa. 

These areas will be the first seedbeds, leading to wider distribution of 

the new varieties which will eventually replace the old varieties. 


[t is estimated that 21,000 tons of cane seed of these new varieties will 
be available by the end of 1980 and that will be used to begin distribution 
in the sugarcane growing areas of the country. 
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VENEZUELA 


BRIEFS 


BANANA DISEASE--The Agriculture and Livestock Ministry [MAC] is strengthening 
quarantine measures to prevent the entry into our country of black sigatoka, 
a banana disease, according to the plant health department of the MAC. 

The report continued that the Cartagena Agreement Council sent a Telex to 
that MAC department with an alert about the outbreaks of this banana disease 
in Central America, asking for increased quarantine measures, especially 

in ports, airports, and border stations in the country. Although black 
sigatoka has fortunately not yet reached Venezuela, there is a chance it 
will arrive through imports of other products. Quarantine measures are 
being taken to avoid this, and inspectors have been alerted to take the 
yrecaution of fumigating and to take chemical and cultural measures. In 
addition, as a preventive measure, a program of production of disease-free 
seeds is being developed, because the use of healthy seed is ome of the 

most important aspects. [Text] [Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 10 Dec 79 
p 2-24] 8587 
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